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TEXT:  Isaiah 40:31 
THEME:  Flying Like an Eagle 
 

Dear Ron, Rhonda, Jeannie, Amy, Jim, family and friends of our dear 
departed sister, Ruth: 
 
One of Ruth’s favorite hymns was the one we just sang, On Eagles’ 
Wings.  It is a hymn that is often requested at funerals.  The hymn is 
based on our text for this funeral message, Isaiah chapter 40, verse 
31:  Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint.   
 
Have you ever watched an eagle fly?  We have several bald eagles 
that make Bay County their home and can be seen fishing in the 
Saginaw River or Bay.  I wonder if Ruth ever saw them on one of her 
walks.  They are a sight to behold as that mighty bird with its eight-foot 
wingspan soars across the sky.  Or, with its tremendous staying power 
stands its ground in the face of the fiercest wind.  No wonder that the 
eagle has long been a symbol of strength and power.  In fact, Isaiah 
wrote our text by inspiration of the Holy Spirit about 2,700 years ago. 
 
Often in life, we feel more like beached whales stranded on the shore 
than eagles soaring in the sky.  When we were younger, we paid lip 
service to the truth that life is a journey through this vale of tears.  As 
we grow older, we painfully learn the truth of those words.  Parts of the 
body don’t work the way they should and need assistance from 
something like a pace-maker.  Human relationships aren’t always filled 
with harmony.  Bodily strength wanes.  Loved ones are taken from us.  
Pet sins pop up in our days.  And who knows when the storm of death 
will overtake us, as it did Ruth, who thought she was suffering from the 
flu.  Fly like an eagle?  How can we when our wings are missing so 
many feathers? 
 
Isaiah gives us the answer.  He points us to the Lord, the Savior-God, 
the one who promises and keeps his Word, especially his promise of 
the Savior.  What a blessing that Ruth was able to celebrate Christmas 
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and Epiphany with us this year!  It is such a joy to know that God sent 
his own Son to be our Substitute, to live a perfect life in our place 
because we could never do that.  His perfect life, his righteousness, is 
now credited to us, as St. Paul tells us:  “God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Cor 5:21).  It is such a comfort to know 
that Jesus sacrificed his perfect life on the cross to pay for all of our 
sins.  We know that God the Father accepted Jesus’ payment for our 
sins because Jesus rose from the dead on the third day.  Jesus has 
promised us:  “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19).  
Week after week, Ruth was pointed to our loving Savior and his work 
of saving us as she worshiped here at Trinity and received his Holy 
Supper for the forgiveness of her sins and the strengthening of her 
faith.  She will definitely be missed by our church family, too. 
 
And speaking of faith, Isaiah also points out what happens when we 
put our hope in the Lord.  Like strong eagles, believers can fly against 
and above the winds of this world.  Ruth had experienced that any 
number of times in her earthly life, which was not always easy.  Ruth 
had learned where her strength came from.  In fact, the day before she 
died, she said that she was done with worrying and was just going to 
leave everything in God’s hands.  What good advice and such an 
important lesson to learn!  Of course, that is easier said than done, but 
when we nest in God’s Word, wings of faith will receive the strength 
they need.  God’s promises will give us youthful strength to fly against 
the winds of this world and, finally, into his home above.   
 
So, yes, we will miss this wife, mother, grandmother, friend, and 
faithful Trinity family member.  She was recognized as the glue that 
held her family together, but that doesn’t mean your family needs to 
come apart now that she is in heaven.  Follow her example of faithful 
worship attendance so that you can nest in God’s Word and receive 
the strength you need to fly against and above the winds of this sinful 
world.  Trust in God, believe in Jesus as your Savior, and today 
doesn’t have to be a good-bye, but a see you soon in heaven.  Amen. 


